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Equus Beds Aquifer Facts

üMajor source of fresh water for 
South-central Kansas

üOver 2,000 wells pump from it

ü~64,000,000,000 gallons use 
yearly

üDrinking water for over 550,000 
people

üManaged locally by elected 
officials representing municipal, 

industrial, irrigation and domestic 
users
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Equus Beds Groundwater Management District

Established 1975

Kansas

Location - South-central Kansas (Reno, Harvey, McPherson & Sedgwick Counties)

Purpose

SManage the Equus Beds aquifer

SBalance groundwater discharge with recharge

SPrevent groundwater mining

SProtect natural water quality

SRemediate groundwater contamination



Equus Beds Groundwater Management District

Established 1975

Kansas

Location - South-central Kansas (Reno, Harvey, McPherson & Sedgwick Counties)

MANAGEMENT

SBoard of Directors

SManagement Program

SWater Appropriation Regulations

SAbandoned/Inactive Well Regulations

SCathodic Borehole Regulations

SData Collection & Analysis

SInformation & Education

SAssistance



1993-2023 average 

water use: 179,311 AF

Kansas Geological Survey, Water Information 

Management and Analysis System (WIMAS) for the 

Web, http://hercules.kgs.ku.edu/geohydro/wimas

Irrigation: 112,019 AF

Municipal:  41,401 AF

Industrial:  19,874 AF

Other:  6,017 AF  

Water Use from 1000ôs 

of domestic wells not 

included 
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Equus Beds 

Groundwater 

Management 

District No. 2

Groundwater 

Monitoring 

Site Map

Monitoring Site

#* GMD2 Owned

Other Measured



Equus Beds Groundwater Management District

Groundwater Quality Monitoring Network

A B C

Groundwater Monitoring Site

Clay

Clay

Bedrock

Equus Beds aquifer
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2,532 WATER LEVEL MEASUREMENTS IN 2025

Water level data on-line at

http://magellan.kgs.ukans.edu/WaterLevels/index.html



Approximate 

GMD 2 Boundary











KGS Study found that 

average water use in

GMD2 is within 1.2% 

of sustainable use 
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CHLORIDE CONCENTRATION AT MONITORING WELLS

EB8A (38 FT), EB8B (130 FT), EB8C (210 FT)

EB-8A EB-8B EB-8C EPA Secondary Standard Drinking Water

291 WATER SAMPLES COLLECTED 
2025: 291
2024: 321
2025: 541





HOUSE BILL 2279  -

KSA 82a-1044

ÅRequires GMDs to provide annual financial and 

activities reports to the Kansas Legislature by January 

25th of each year.

Å2025 GMD2 Annual Report completed and posted to 

GMD2 website

ÅRequire GMDs to identify and establish priority areas of 

concern by July 1, 2024

ÅRequire GMDs to develop action plan for each area of 

concern by July 1, 2026, and then implement action 

plan(s) if approved by the Chief Engineer


