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Local Planning & 
Project Pipeline 
Development

Regionalization

Opportunities

Water Funding 
Strategies

Governor’s Water Plan
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Kansas
Water
Basics
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Kansas’s Two Water Realities

Relies on surface water 
from rivers and federal 
reservoirs. The primary 
use is municipal and 
industrial (M&I). The key 
economic challenge is 
funding infrastructure to 
manage reservoir 
sedimentation and treat 
water effectively.

Relies on the finite 
Ogallala (High Plains) 
Aquifer. The primary use 
is agriculture, which is the 
backbone of the regional 
economy. The key 
economic challenge is 
managing rapid depletion 
of this groundwater 
source.

Western Kansas Eastern Kansas
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Where Does Kansas Get its Water?

High Plains Aquifer 24 Reservoirs Rivers
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Rainfall Across Kansas
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Quantity

Maintain a sustainable water 
supply from aquifers and 

reservoirs.

Quality

Protect and restore Kansas 
watersheds from soil and 
chemical intrusions which 

cause impairment to quality.

Resilience

Reduce our vulnerability to 
extreme events like flooding 

and drought.

Water Challenges: Quantity, Quality & Resiliency
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Quantity

Maintain a sustainable water supply from 
aquifers and reservoirs.
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Kansas
Reservoirs
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Quality

Protect and restore Kansas watersheds from 
soil and chemical intrusions which cause 

impairment to quality.
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Harmful 
Algae 

Blooms 
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Nitrate Pollution
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Resiliency

Reduce our vulnerability to extreme events 
like flooding and drought.
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Aquifer 
Storage &
Recovery 

Wells
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Grey Water
Re-use Projects
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Who Owns the Water?

Water in Kansas is owned 
by the public but subject 

to the state, which 
regulates its 

appropriation through 
water rights.
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Legislative Branch

Establish
Policies

& Funding
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Statutes that 
Govern 
Water

▪HB 2302 – provides grants

▪HB 2279 – guides GMDs

▪Task Force
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How water is funded
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286 applications 
submitted

$227 Million in 
requests

$27 Million 
available 
to reward
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Executive Branch

Establish 
Priorities
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Local Planning & 
Project Pipeline 
Development

Regionalization 
Opportunities

Water  Funding 
Strategies

Governor’s Initiative:
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Model it 
like the 

Transportation 
Plan

Funding Every 
10 Years

Local Consults

Project 
Pipeline
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Roads & Water Are Integral to Local Economies

▪ Roads bring 

▪ Water brings 
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Water Agencies

Implement
Policies

& Priorities
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Role of Water Agencies*

KDA-DOC

Conservation Program 
Implementation

Conservation District 
Coordination

Landowner Programs

Watershed Dam 
Construction

KDA-DWR

Water Quantity 
Management

Water Appropriation

Water Structures

Interstate Compact 
Coordination

KDHE-E

Water Quality Management

Public Water Supply

Contamination 
Remediation

Watershed Health Initiatives

KWO

Water Policy and Planning

State Water Plan 
Development

Reservoir Operations

Education and Outreach

*Other partner agencies include Kansas Geological Survey, Kansas Biological Survey, Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, Kansas Corporation 

Commission, Kansas Department of Commerce, Kansas State University
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Water Quantity & Aquifer

Water Quality

Reservoirs

Resiliency

Research & Education

5 Priorities
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Top-down 
Guidance & 

Strategy

Bottom-up 
Development & 
Implementation
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Planning Process



Partnering with the State
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Questions for community leaders:

▪ How old are our pipes, water pumping 
stations, or treatment plants? Is everything 
mapped out in case of disaster?

▪ What is the health of our watershed?
▪ How long will our water supply last?
▪ How is our water quality?
▪ What are we doing to get our house in 

order?
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Preparation

Inventory and assessment of 
your infrastructure assets,  
deficits and prioritization of 
needs.

Coordination

Combine resources and efforts 
with others in your watershed.

Implementation

Develop timeline and funding 
sources.

Regional Planning:
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Can we apply for grants – state 
or federal?



40

Regionalization Opportunities
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Water Hub Website
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