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HowWe Plan For Kansas 
Water



Current State Water Planning Process

Issue Identified by Public, 

RACs,Agencies and 

Other Partners

KWOWork on Draft 

Development of 

KansasWater Plan

Public Input/Hearing 

Process

KWAApproval

of KansasWater Plan

Advise Governor, Legislature 
& Other Decision Makers on 

KansasWater Plan 
Issues/Priorities
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KansasWater Authority
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Regional Planning 
Areas

• 14 Total

• Each RPA has a Regional Advisory 
Committee (RAC)

• 155 Current RAC Members

• Link to local communities
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KansasWater Plan

Kansas Water Plan (KWP) Update – Completed in 2022

Guiding Principles
• Conserve and Extend the High Plains Aquifer
• Secure, Protect, and Restore our Kansas Reservoirs
• Improve our State’s Water Quality
• Reduce our Vulnerability to Extreme Events
• Increase Awareness of Kansas Water Resources
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Current State Water Plan Fund Budget Process



State Water Plan Fund 
Current Revenues

~$40M

State Water Plan Fund

$8M - Original 
Statutory Transfers

$6M – State General 
Fund (SGF)

$2M – Economic 
Development Initiatives 

Fund (EDIF)

~$13.5M - Fees

Municipal Fees

$3.3M – Municipal Water

$3.0M – Clean Drinking 
Water

Agricultural Fees

$4.0M – Fertilizer Registration

$1.6M – Pesticide Registration

$520K – Stockwater Fees

$900K – Industrial Water Fees

Other

$120K – Pollution Fines and 
Penalties

$60K – Sand Royalties

$18M – HB 2302 SGF

*Sunsets in FY28*



State Water Plan Fund (SWPF)

• Created in 1989

• Funds used for establishing and 
implementing water-related programs and 
projects identified in the State Water Plan

• Annual funding includes revenues from:

• Fees

• Demand transfers
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FY 2026 Annual Report
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KWA Policy Recommendations
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• The State of Kansas should consider the feasibility and effectiveness 
of programs that incentivize the use of less water from the Ogallala 
Aquifer.

• Secure future use water storage in Milford and Perry Lakes by paying 
off the remaining state debts to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE).

• Increase focus on best management practices (BMPs) which benefit 
surface and groundwater quality.



Budget Recommendations

The KWA encourages the Legislature to 
increase funding to implement water 
projects and programs.

• The State Water Plan Fund 
currently receives approximately
$40 million per year.

• The KWA recommend an 
additional $22 million for FY 
2027.
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Current Major Issues

Reservoir Sedimentation

Aquifer Declines

Water Quality Concerns 

Water Awareness 

Extreme Events
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Reservoir 
Sedimentation
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• Water Injection Dredging

• John Redmond Hydrosuction

• Kansas Reservoir Protection 
Initiative

• Streambank Stabilization

Pursue goal of reservoir 
restoration and 

sustainability with 
intentional intervention

Support watershed 
conservation practices, 
particularly soil health 
initiatives, streambank 

stabilization, and riparian 
corridor restoration
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Secure, Protect, and Restore our Kansas 
Reservoirs



Aquifer Declines
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• High Plains Aquifer/Water 
Supply Committee

StateWater Plan Fund Budget Line

• High Plains Aquifer 
Partnerships

• Irrigation Technology

Conserve and Extend the High Plains Aquifer

KansasWater Plan Action

Support 
implementation of 
groundwater use 

reduction measures 
for all uses

Create a KWA 
Committee to 

consider sustainability 
as part of the Guiding 

Principle
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Water Quality Issues
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• WRAPS

• Water Quality Partnerships

Improve and expand 
conservation best 

management practice 
implementation that 

improves water quality

• Nonpoint Source Program

• Harmful Algal Bloom
KDHE nutrient 

reduction efforts
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Improve the State’s Water Quality



Water Awareness
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• KS Water Plan Education and 
Outreach

• Soil Health Initiative

• Kansas Water Hub Website

Develop and 
implement Kansas 

water-related 
education 

resources/curriculum

Enhance and maintain 
water resource 

information through a 
website
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Increase Awareness of Kansas Water 
Resources



Extreme Events
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Drought Planning

• Conservation Assistance to 
Water Users

• Governor’s Drought 
Response Team

• Dam Construction and 
Rehabilitation

• Floodplain mapping

Flood Mitigation

28

Reduce ourVulnerability to Extreme Events



HB 2302 Grant Program
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HB 2302 Grants

Legislature added $10 million for 
FY 2025, $1 Million for FY 2026

State General Fund

$35,000,000

State Water Plan Fund

$18,000,000

Technical Assistance Fund

$5,000,000

Water Projects Grant Fund

$12,000,000



FY 2026

Application Period: July - September

281 applications submitted.*

$272 million in total requests.*

$18 million available to award.

31 *Based on preliminary application data



Awards So Far

• 104 Communities 
Awarded

• $45M – Total Amount 
Awarded
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Explore our 
interactive map
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Water Injection 
Dredging (WID)

First of three dredging sessions 
completed on September 27, 2025

• Results from initial dredging 
presented at 2025 Governor’s 
Water Conference (November 
12th – 13th, Manhattan)

•Future Tuttle Creek Reservoir 
WID Dates:
•Spring 2026

•Summer 2026
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Tuttle Creek Lake Water Injection Dredging 
Demonstration
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• Authorization: Flood Control Act of 1938

• Funding: Total Project Cost $9.1M
• Federal: Consolidated Appropriations Act FY22 ($1.3M); FY23 ($2.8M)

Operations and Maintenance – Water Supply (WS); and $3M reprogrammed 
from Tuttle Creek operations project

• State: State of Kansas - Kansas Water Office contributed an additional $2M 
directly to USACE for the project.

• Project Managers: Laura Totten (USACE); Josh Olson (KWO)

• Technical Lead: Michael Mansfield (USACE)



Irrigation Technology
Initiative (ITI)

• All 5 GMDs

• Assistance to landowners with 
irrigation system evaluations and 
related irrigation system 
technology upgrades
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Look Towards the 
Future
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• Regional Project Planning

• John Redmond Hydrosuction

• Water Program Task Force



Thank you!

Amelia Lane

Regional Planning & Outreach Coordinator 

Amelia.lane@ks.gov

mailto:Amelia.lane@ks.gov

