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March 7 Spring Symposium Will Address
the Future of Water in Kansas

by Brad Guhr, Education Coordinator

Water is critical to Kansans. We rely on clean, safe water
daily for our survival and comfort. Yet, when something is
always there, do we truly value it - or take it for granted?

The precious resource is delivered from dammed stream
reservoirs in the eastern part of Kansas, and the ancient
underground Ogallala Aquifer in the western part. A
sophisticated and mostly hidden infrastructure extracts,
cleans and delivers water to faucets that meet our needs.

Because this system is so proficient and out of mind,
we simply take water for granted. We consume it without
much thought when it is plentiful, and only when scarcity
hits do we begin to fret and conserve.

The growing imbalance between supply and demand is
not in our favor. Soil erosion is filling our reservoirs with
sediment and the Ogallala diminishes every year. The thirsty
population of Kansas is steadily increasing along with the
world’s hunger for water intensive grain and meat, two big
parts of our Kansas economy.

This growing imbalance is already serious, but weather
is the wild card that can quickly turn a concern into a
crisis. Only those who lived through the last big drought
in the 1950s remember how crippling those years were.
Few water managers or decision-makers remain today who
lived through the droughts of the 30s and 50s that shaped
earlier conservation attitudes.

Do you remember the drought conditions in 2011
and 2012? Those years pushed us at Dyck Arboretum to
focus our spring symposium on water. Our March 2015
Kansas Water Symposium was packed with experts and
it was probably the best-planned education event we had

ever prepared. But drought conditions subsided before the
symposium occurred, and conversations about conservation
evaporated. The result? Attendance plummeted - our lowest-
attended symposium ever. A clear reminder that when the
thirst is quenched, the discussion dries up.

More than a decade later, even with a rainy 2025,
the long-term scarcity of water hasn’t gone away. A few
wet months dont erase decades-long trends, and we are
determined not to repeat the mistake of waiting for a crisis.
That’s why we are tackling this challenge again now.

We are partnering with community members who
share an interest in environmental stewardship. With their
help and a packed slate of knowledgeable water managers

- continued on page 3

The Ogallala Aquifer shaded in gray provides groundwater for the
western part of the state and dammed streams provide reservoir water
for the eastern part. (Kansas Geological Survey, April 21, 2025)



From the Director’s Desk...

by Scott Vogt, Executive Director and Horticulturist

As the crisp air of autumn settles and the leaves turn
to bright reds and yellows across the grounds, our hearts
here at the Arboretum continue to be filled with profound
gratitude for your continued generosity. This season, with
its sense of harvest and reflection, is truly the perfect time
to pause and acknowledge the deep, palpable difference

your contributions make.

CULTIVATING OUR MISSION: Every donation,
whether large or small, helps us cultivate not just the
beautiful gardens—our native plants and prairies—but
also a thriving center for education, conservation, and
community enjoyment. You are, quite simply, the soil in
which our mission takes root and flourishes. Your support
allows us to maintain the expansive Arboretum landscape
and to offer the engaging public programs that enrich the
lives of so many people throughout the year.

We want to be transparent about how this prairie garden
grows. Each year, we need to raise 85% of our budget
through a variety of sources: memberships, grants, special
events, tours, individual donations, rentals, gift shop sales,
concerts, and plant sales. The remaining 15% of our budget
comes from endowment funding. (See the “Giving Report”
insert included with this newsletter for an overview of last
year’s giving.)

While our endowment draw has remained steady over
the years, the Arboretum has thankfully continued to grow
and expand—meaning the need for operating funds has
grown right along with it.

AN INVESTMENT INA LIVING CLASSROOM:
Your support is the deep roots that sustain the Arboretum
through all seasons. It enables us to undertake crucial
projects, from promoting the use of native plants that
create vital habitat for pollinators and wildlife, to enhancing
accessibility across our trails and facilities.

Thanks to you, we can:

* Offer schoolchildren hands-on learning experiences.

* Host workshops that connect people with nature.

* Maintain a sanctuary where visitors can find inspiration.

This is so much more than just maintaining a collection
of plants; it’s an investment in a living classroom and a vital
green space for the entire region—a gift that truly keeps on
giving, growing stronger with each passing year.

From the entire team, and on behalf of the families,
students, and nature lovers who benefit from your kindness,
we extend our most heartfelt thanks.

As you gather with your loved ones this Thanksgiving,
please know that you are a valued and indispensable part
of the Arboretum family. Your generosity is a clear example
of community spirit in action, and we are deeply grateful
for your continued belief in our work. Knowing we have
such a dedicated base of supporters motivates our staff and
volunteers every single day to care for this precious place.

Thank you for helping this prairie garden grow.
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Celebrate the arrival of winter and the holiday season with “Silent Nights of
Winter;” Nov 28, 29, and 30; and Dec 5, 6, and 7, from 5:30 - 8:00 pm each
evening. Savor the quiet of a prairie night, stroll twinkle-lit prairie paths, sip hot
chocolate, eat s’'mores around a campfire, and enjoy special music and natural
history programs in the company of family and friends. For more information
and tickets, visit https://dyckarboretum.org/visitor-information/events/.

Programming will include educational talks about the winter prairie, storytelling,
and music. Musical performers will include Dave Anderson on hammered
dulcimer; Ken Rodgers on piano, Prairie Bronze Handbell Ensemble, Outside
the Bachs (clarinet and violin duo), the Schowalter Singers, and the Newton
Community Children’s Choir. We are excited to partner this year with the
Hesston College Performing Arts, which will present “A Quiet Christmas” on
December 6 and 7 at 6:45 pm.




2026 WINTER LECTURE SERIES

Stimulate your intellect and expand your horizons through our Winter Lecture Series in January, February and March.
Featured topics for this coming series are the Santa Fe Trail, Kansas Photography, and Mountain Lions. Lectures begin

at 7:00 and end by 8:30 p.m. Cost: $5 per person.
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Tuesday, January 27 with Steve Schmidt
Santa Fe Trail History 101

Join historian Steve Schmidt for
an enlightening journey along the
historic Santa Fe Trail. From 1821
to 1880, this critical route was a
corridor for commerce while shaping
the cultural history of Kansas and
the American Southwest. Schmidt is
not only a thoughtful interpreter of
characters and cultures along the trail,
he is also an avid steward of the prairie
ecosystem that preserves and shows off
the remaining trail ruts. Experience
Schmidt’s passionate trail advocacy
and learn how this historic pathway
left a lasting mark on our state’s history.
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn
about the what, when, where, and why

of the Santa Fe Trail.

Tuesday, February 24 with Travis Heying

Kansas Storytelling
Through a Camera Lens

Step into the world of visual
storytelling with Travis Heying,
photojournalist for The Wichita
Eagle. For decades, Heying’s camera
has captured the heart and soul of
Kansas, documenting everything from
major news events to the hidden gems
that we may have forgotten about or
never known. Behind every one of his
stunning images is a story filled with
conversations, thoughtful preparation
and sometimes lucky happenstance.
Hear some of his back stories that will
only enrich the pictures we see online
or in print. Heying’s pictures are worth
a thousand words and after this event,
you will know exactly why.

Tuesday, March 31 with Matt Peek

Mountain Lions in Kansas

Few topics instill stronger feelings
and capture the imagination more
than big cats in Kansas. These elusive
felines are becoming more common
in our state and Matt Peek, wildlife
research biologist for the Kansas
Department of Wildlife and Parks,
knows this as well as anyone. In
addition to the status of verified sitings
in Kansas, Peek will discuss mountain
lion biology, identification through
tracks, scat, photos, depredations,
and what the recent flurry of verified
cases may indicate about the future of
mountain lions in Kansas.

Water, continued -

from around the state, we are excited to present our Kansas Water
Symposium 2.0 on March 7, 2026. Save the date and be looking for
more registration details on our website soon.

Mark Twain is often credited for the quote “Whisky’s for drinking
and water’s for fighting.” Let’s educate ourselves and work together on
solutions now, while water is plentiful - so we never have to face the

fight.

Right: Arboretum staff, volunteers and members visited Chase State Fishing Lake
in June of 2025. When the reservoir is full, water flows over the spillway falls.




DYCK ARBORETUM OF THE PLAINS
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Below is a snapshot of some of the ways in which you helped Arboretum staff, board
= members and volunteers carry out our mission of cultivating transformative relationships
between people and the land over the past fiscal year. We are exceedingly grateful!

ANNUAL FUND AND YEAR END GIVING
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Michael Ast

John Bailey

Jeff Baldauf
Nathan Bartel
Dan Baumgartner
Eloise Brown
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Steven Delfelder
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Rob and Amanda Dueck

Cindy Entriken and Jim Hammer
Suzan Fitzsimmons Anderson and
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Lowell Flory

Sam and Barbara Frey

Jacob Friesen

Katherine Friesen Birky

Ryan and Miriam Goertzen-Regier
Bill Gress
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Neal Hall

Beverly Hasan

Janice Hedges

Cheryl and David Higgins

Tim Holdeman
Rudy Holopirek
Sue Ice

Becky Jantz
Marilyn Jones
Sherry Jordan
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Sue and Dennis Lammers
Barbara Lappin

Dean and Sondra Leatherman
Gerald Leinbach

Bobbie Loeffler
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$27k
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Karen and Larry Loganbill
Paula and Chris Miller
Janice Moffett
Michael Mullet
Paul Mullet

Mary Muncy
Brenda Neufeld
Ursula Nichols
Priscilla Nielsen
Madeline Norland
David Norlin

Pam Paulsen

Ed and Sil Pembleton
Jacob Penner

Mary Peterson

Norman and Jeannine Pihl -

Michael and Usha Rafferty
Phyllis Regier

Johann Reimer

James and Beaty Robb
Becky Roth and Stan Wiens
Naomi Rutschman
Bonnie Ruzich

Elaine Schimmel

Gordon and Christine Downey Schmidt
Kristin Schmidt

Twila Schrock

Dalonna Schroeder

Wendell and Judy Selzer

Stan Senner

David Shelly

Victoria Sherry

Jim Smith and Carolyn Wohlgemuth
Dale Steeby and Roberta Trapp
Manelia Stephenson

Jerome and Sue Streit

Susan and Ted Stuckey

Brian and Nancy Stucky

Anthony and Kara Swartzendruber
James and Betty Taylor

Arthur and Elaine Tozier

Scott and Amy Vogt

Bill and Mary Watson

Jean and Jim Weber

DeVera Wenger

Barbara Wenger

Diana Werts

Virgil and Diane White
Twyla White

Margie and Ernst Wiens
Cheryl Wiggins

Kevin and Marilyn Wilder
Lu and Judie Willems
Harold and Margaret Winsinger
Helen Winter

Cody Wray

Jay Yoder

Art and Linda Youngman
Bill and Joyce Zuercher %7

MEMORIAL Nt
CONTRIBUTIONS

In memory of Barbara Hurley
Mary Ann and Walter Jost

In memory of Cyndi Klein
Anonymous
The Family of Cyndi Klein

In memory of Julie Krehbiel
Lonna Beshai

$17k

MEMORIAL
GIFTS

In memory of Sharron Notestine Lockhart
Mike and Susan Lamb

In memory of Charlotte Siemens
Anonymous
David Sprunger

In memory of Rosie and Milford Roupp
Patrice Dunbar

Sherry and Mark Jordan

Stephen and Janelle Diller

Valerie Cooper

If you do not see your name listed, please do reach out and let us know that we have permission to do so!



CONCERT SERIES
UNDERWRITERS
& BUSINESS PARTNERS

(* = Business Partner)
A Cut Above*

AGCO*

Anonymous

Bluestem Communities™
BMG of Kansas, Inc*
Cottonwood Pediatrics
Aaron and Ronda Diller
Bob and Barb Esau
Everence*

Pete Ferrell and Kay Bartel
Diane Gjerstad

GLC Real Estate Services
Golden Plains Credit Union*
Lisa Grace and Charles Graber
Leon and Virginia Guhr
Marjean Harris

Hesston CVB*

Kairos Consulting and Counseling LLC*
Kansas Electric*

David and Karen Sheriff LeVan
Longview Advisors

Nancy Lusk

Midwest Electric Transformer Services*
Pankratz & Hodge, PA*

LuAnna Peck

Keith and Sharon Penner

Prairy

Gordon and Christine Downey Schmidt
Steven and Elaine Schurr
Valetta Seymour

John and Molly Simmering
Stanley Black & Decker*
The Citizens State Bank*
Linda White

Kim and Jim Witt

Tony and Denise Veith

ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION

Central Kansas Community Foundation
Chris Mikesell Foundation

Congregation of St. Joseph

Harvey County Farm Bureau Association
Hesston Chamber of Commerce

Philip and Laura Knight

Gaylen and Loretta Neufeld

The Citizens State Bank

Linda White

SPECIAL PROJECTS
& ENDOWMENT

Anonymous
Colin and Joan Bailey

Melvin and Norma Diller

Lowell Flory

Paul Goertz

Golden Plains Credit Union

Lisa Grace and Charles Graber

Lucile Hochstetler

Nancy Lusk

Bob and Janie Mullet

Paul Mullet

Thomas Pollan

Jim and Mary Regier

Susan Reimer

Mary and Gordon Reist Estate

Gordon and Christine Downey Schmidt
Steven and Elaine Schurr
Gerry and Jean Selzer
David and Sharon Stutzman
Douglas Stutzman Estate
DeVera Wenger

GRATITUDE FOR ALL OURVOLUNTEERS

A giving report for the Dyck Arboretum of the Plains is not complete until
we acknowledge those who give of their time, energy, knowledge and skill
- our volunteers.

Last fiscal year, 65 volunteers logged over 3,100 hours on behalf of the
Arboretum.That’s an average of 47 hours per volunteer. Our top volunteer
amazingly worked just shy of 500 hours.The top ten volunteers all worked
more than 100 hours.Those top ten include: Gerry Selzer, Jim Regier, Barbara
Beesley, Ruth Smucker, Larry Nikkel, Jan Erb, Tami Keim, Heather Person,
Dennis Hoheisel and Lisa Grace, as well as a few anonymous volunteers.

Of course we always have some turnover with our volunteers, for a variety
of reasons. Last year, our long time serving board chair attended his final
meeting with the board.Words cannot adequately express our gratitude to
Anthony Swartzendruber and for his time and leadership on behalf of the
Arboretum for 10 years.

| met Anthony while he was a student worker during my early years as the
Arboretum horticulturist. Fifteen years later he turned the tables and became
my boss as chair of the Arboretum board. | appreciate his prudent fiscal
management, accountability, attention to detail and skill as a sounding board.
Most of all he is a good friend.We will miss his leadership, but wish him well.

If you see these folks around the community, on the grounds, or in
the office, please join us by expressing your appreciation!

Scott Vogt, Executive Director
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WHAT’S COMING UP IN 2026!?

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27 | WINTER LECTURE SERIES
7 pm - “Santa Fe Trail 101" with Steve Schmidt

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14 | PRAIRIEWINDOW CONCERT
7 pm - The Slocan Ramblers

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24 | WINTER LECTURE SERIES
7 pm - “Kansas Storytelling Through a Camera Lens” with Travis Heying

SATURDAY, MARCH 7 | SPRING SYMPOSIUM
9 am to 4 pm - “Water in Kansas”

SATURDAY, MARCH 14 | GO GREEN LEPRECHAUN RUN
2 Mile/10K Fun Run - 8:30 am Registraion, 9:30 am Start Time

SUNDAY, MARCH 15 | PRAIRIEWINDOW CONCERT
4 pm - Cyrille Aimée Duo

SUNDAY, MARCH 29 | PRAIRIEWINDOW CONCERT
4 pm - House of Hamill

TUESDAY, MARCH 31 | WINTER LECTURE SERIES
7 pm - “Mountain Lions in Kansas” with Matt Peek

SUNDAY, APRIL 12 | PRAIRIEWINDOW CONCERT
4 pm - Rachel Sumner & Traveling Light

THURSDAY, APRIL 23 | FLORAKANSAS MEMBER DAY
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Staff

Scott Vogt, Executive Director/Horticulturist
Brad Guhr, Education/Prairie Restoration/
Concert Series Coordinator

Janelle Flory Schrock, Public Engagement
Coordinator

Katie Schmidt, Horticulturist/ Grounds Manager

Board of Trustees

Mark Diller - Hesston

Robert Dueck - Allen, TX (Vice-Chair)
Connor Dyck - Houston, TX

Monica Miller - Hesston

Paul Mullet - Spokane, WA (Chair)
John Torline - North Newton

Joseph Uhlman - Sedgwick

Kim Witt - Canton

Mike Zucconi - Hesston

Established by Harold and Elva Mae Dyck, the
Dyck Arboretum of the Plains operates under the
auspices of

HESSTON
COLLEGE




