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Ogallala-High Plains 
Aquifer covers 8 states 
provides nearly 30% of 

the nation’s ground 
water supply for 

irrigation.



Ogallala-High Plains Aquifer in Kansas









Kansas Power Plant Energy Production 11821.5 MW

Power Plant Energy production through 
Reservoir water use

6785.5 MW

% Power Plant w/Reservoir Use 57.40%

Reservoir Water Use and Energy Production



Kansas Reservoir Loss of Capacity
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Tuttle Creek 
Reservoir has 

lost more than 
40% of its 
storage to 

sedimentation



CALL TO ACTION

“Water and the Kansas economy are 
directly linked. Water is a finite resource 
and without further planning and action 

we will no longer be able to meet our 
state’s current needs, let alone growth.” –

Governor Sam Brownback

Vision for the Future of Water Supply in Kansas



In the next 50 Years if we take no action….

• Ogallala Aquifer will be 
70% depleted

• Another roughly 40% of 
the area irrigated with 
Ogallala water won’t 
support a 400 gpm well

• Our federal reservoirs will be 
40% filled with sediment

• Five of the seven basins in 
which reservoirs support our 
municipal and industrial water 
use won’t be able to meet 
demands during drought





VISION

Vision for the Future of Water Supply in Kansas

Kansans act on a shared commitment to 
have the water resources necessary to 

support the state’s social, economic and 
natural resource needs for current and 

future generations.



MISSION

Vision for the Future of Water Supply in Kansas

Provide Kansans with the framework, policy and 
tools, developed in concert with stakeholders, to 
manage, secure, and protect a reliable, long-term 

state-wide water supply while balancing 
conservation with economic growth.



GUIDING PRINCIPLES

• Locally driven solutions have the highest opportunity 
for long-term success. 

• Policies and programs should not unintentionally 
penalize those who have already demonstrated good 
stewardship with the state’s water resources; and

• Voluntary, incentive and market-based water 
conservation and land management activities are the 
preferred tools for ensuring a reliable state-wide water 
supply.

Vision for the Future of Water Supply in Kansas



Themes and Strategies
Water Conservation Water Management

Technology & Crop Varieties Additional Sources of 
Supply



QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION


